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of inauguration as at any time. The subject has obviously
been under consideration.

February 24, Wednesday.

Attorney-General Evarts called in behalf of a friend,

Chaplain F------, who wanted waiting-orders pay instead

of furlough pay. Read to him the laws and told him I had
no doubt he was receiving the legal pay. He said the Comp-
troller and Auditor thought differently, but did not like
to pay extra without the sanction of the Department, and
were expecting I would get an opinion or write them. I
remarked that, being satisfied, I cared not to pursue the
subject; that I saw no cause to change the practice, or
usage, or law; that if the accounting officers were clearly
satisfied I was wrong, they perhaps might, in the days when
the Treasury was being plundered, feel justified in giving
extra pay to this man, who was already a pensioner with-
out having rendered service.

This matter has been some time in embryo. Claim agents,
and loose notions, and practices at the Treasury will likely
accomplish the swindle. I so remarked to 3D., who took it

very calmly; said F-----was poor; the amount would not

be great on the Treasury. I said it was right or it was wrong;
his was not the only case pending, and his had no merit.
He had rendered but small service, for which he has been
amply paid, arid was now a pensioner on the Government,
doing nothing; Had he been wholly retired with one year's
full pay, his case would have been finally disposed of.

February 25, Thursday.

February 26, Friday. An hour or two was spent in
Cabinet over the Pacific Railroad. The two companies, one
from the East (the Pacific), one from the West (the Central),
are approaching each other in the vicinity of Salt Lake,